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GUMC NEWS
Serving God, Serving Community, Connecting Community with God
Pastor Larry French email: pastorlarryfrench@gmail.com
Pastor’s cell: 616-551-9280
Parsonage: 628-9126
Office Hours: Tues 9:00-Noon / Thurs 9:00-Noon
Wednesday: visitation and pastoral care by appt
Office Phone: 269-628-2263
Church Email: info@goblesumc.org
Sermons are available on the webpage. Go to www.goblesumc.org and go to sermons.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/goblesumc/

**Group Events**
Men’s Gathering: Breakfast/Dinner
Wed. Jan 8, 9am, Breakfast @ Robin’s Nest
United Methodist Women - UMW
Wed. Jan 8, 6pm, Christmas party at Wynne’s.
Book Club
Movie and Soup Supper, Sunday January 19, 4:00pm @ GUMC, movie “Overcomer”.
Book club meeting, Feb 26, 7pm @ GUMC. Category is Education for Mission. Book is
“Growing Up Muslim”. Books can be ordered through Gobles Library, MeL.org.
See Diane C. for questions.
Bible Study
Tuesdays, 6:30-8:00pm, Lectionary-based Bible Study @ GUMC, Pastor Larry leading
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**Where You Can Help**

**Communications Board**
Adult Sunday School – 13-week study on the
“Thirteen Apostles”, right after service following
fellowship. This is presented by Wynne.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO ATTEND!!!

Food Pantry Needs: Shampoo, Pancake
mix, syrup, sugar, toothpaste.
The Food pantry is open on Saturday’s 9-11am

Troops Overseas (Pkgs for our troops):

January Item(s)- dental floss and hot cocoa
hotel size shampoo, conditioner, soap and lotion
can be donated anytime.
Pocket Prayer Patch – both knit and crochet
patterns are available on the bulletin board.

Missions
The Christmas Families (5) expressed great appreciation for the gifts & food provided by our congregation.
DHS (Dept. of Health & Human Services) of Van Buren Co. identified four families in need of assistance from the
Gobles Area. An additional family was raised at Bible Study before Christmas that needed help. The attendees
discussed and offered to present it to our Congregation.
Thank you to our very generous congregation for helping these families have a better Christmas. Any questions,
contact Diane Corradini.
Our next Literacy Night will be on Thursday, January 23 (snow date January 30). Let me know if you are
interested in volunteering for kitchen help or activities with the kids. Our theme is Dr. Seuss, so activities will
center around those books and each child will receive a Dr. Seuss book. If you have any gently used Dr. Seuss
books to donate, let Diane Corradini know.

The Hospitality Team would like volunteers to help with refreshments on Sunday. You can bring a baked good
(brownies, cookies, donuts, coffee cake, etc.), cheese or fruit.
The sign-up sheet is located on the Hospitality Center. Please put your name under each item you will provide so
the team knows what else is needed. Any questions, contact Debbie Siwula. Thank you!
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Finance Update
A wrap-up of 2019 follows and I can say it was a good year for our church financially.
2019 Budget
Budget Paid

$81,955.00
$67,679.00

The paid amount included payments to missionaries, missions and the Wesley Foundation. The
budgeted payments also included a stove for the parsonage.
At the pastor change there were expenses to ready the parsonage for Pastor Larry and family. This was
not budgeted but our income allowed us to pay the $3,049.30 for our share.
Your gifts for Special Sundays totaled $737.00. Two Special Offerings; one for hurricane Dorian raised
$571.00 and the most recent noisy offerings for Bishop Bard’s Advent raised $421.48 for disaster
relief.
The Budget for 2020 is set and with your continued giving our church should have another successful
year.
Dennis Hurlbut,
Treasurer

Take time to show the love of God
To someone today
Worship Servant Ministries
January
Liturgist

Joann Boyer

February
Chris Pomeroy

March
Dale Siwula

Keith Shaw
Ushers & Greeters

Hospitality

Jan 5, 12
Bob & Michal
Wiseley

Feb 2, 9
Dee & Diane

JoAnn & Archie Boyer
Madison Ely

January 19, 26
Deb & Dale Siwula

Feb 16, 23
Rich & Cheryl
Rumery

John & Cherie
Thorpe

Feb 2, 9
Deb & Dale Siwula
Russ & Chris Pomeroy
Feb 16, 23
Wes & Kim Swinehart
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Send a card, email, give a call
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Jan 2
Jan 17
Jan 26
Jan 31

Donna Launius
Pat Wesseling
Rich Rumery
Beverly Barrone

Gilberta Evans
Dorothy Healy
Ruby Hyde
Kit Hunsberger
Marlene Krajewski
John Smith
Bernice Stowman
Pat Wesseling

Jan 13 Paul & Barb Roden
Jan 26 Dennis & Wynne Hurlbut

Check your church directory for addresses
and phone numbers

How can you open yourself more fully
to God’s presence in your Life?
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Be A Prayer Warrior Luke 21:36
Our Prayers for December- God Hears and Answers Prayers
Megan Lawson
Jacque Adams
Unspoken
Lynn Woodard
Donna Launius
Larry Barber
Nancy Forrest
Ian Wilcox
Madi
Silas Roden
Don LaPointe
Neta & Steve Chappell

Donna Kidd
Allyssa Munson
Donna Flegal
Robin Pennell
Kerrin
Olivia Fancher

Lois Wesler
Larry Barber
Joan Huizenga
Joe Franzone
Chad Birnel
Lois Sherman

Marian Watson
Debbie Adams

Lynn & Bill Roach

Jeff Boyer

Thank you Prayer Warriors
Prayers Answered

Sympathy family of:
Linda Meyers
Doug Stiles

Nancy Forrest

Travel Prayers
Judy Westcott

Who can you share God’s love with today?
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Pastor Larry’s Ponderings…

As we enter into this season of Epiphany, we naturally want to take a
collective deep breath, having once again survived the seemingly everincreasing expectations of the holidays. Unfortunately, just as we think we
can breathe easy and settle into our winter routines, we are facing the stark
reality of increased hostilities in the Middle East. As we pray for the brave
men and women of our armed services, we include prayers for those
suffering through the terrible wildfires in Australia, and for our own United
Methodist Church amidst impending changes. As we approach General
Conference 2020, the future of the UMC remains uncertain, causing many
to feel anxious and even frustrated. I will continue to provide information as it becomes available,
such as with recent news of a seeming widely supported plan to divide the denomination into two
parts. For more information please check out UMnews.org or bishop.michiganumc.org for articles
and Bishop Bard’s blog posts, respectively.
As for our local church, we continue business as usual. The Epiphany season begins with the Magi
realizing the baby they have traveled so far to find is indeed the savior they were seeking. After the
Holy Family flees to Egypt from the threat of violence, the season’s narrative time-jumps to Jesus’
baptism, calling of his disciples, and ministry to the people with his Sermon on the Mount. Perhaps
it is fitting that as we explore what it means to be a people called United Methodist, we also seek to
deepen our understanding of what it means to be disciples of Jesus Christ.
In a world of uncertainty, one thing remains true: We can count on our Christ to lead us along the
right path, if we are willing to be led. If we open our hearts to the Word, we will find the space we
need to take that deep breath we so desperately desire. Even better yet, Jesus will give us a glimpse
of where we are headed, and he will give us a taste of the paradise we seek. He promises us the
anxiety-free existence we all long for is not far off, nor unattainable. Let’s explore together the gift
we’ve been given, the one born in a manger, under that lone star, so long ago.

Shalom to you my friends,
Pastor Larry

