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GUMC NEWS
Serving God, Serving Community, Connecting Community with God
Pastor Ashlei Horn
Pastor’s Email: ashleiumc@yahoo.com
Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday, 9:30-1:00pm
Pastor’s Day off: Friday
Cell Phone: 269-247-1927
Church Office Phone: 269-628-2263
Church Email: info@goblesumc.org
Sermons are available on the webpage at www.goblesumc.org , under sermons tab.
Services are available on Facebook at Gobles UMC, or you may also leave a message
at 628-2263 if you would like a copy on DVD.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/goblesumc/

*
Men’s Gathering: Breakfast/Dinner
Canceled until further notice
United Methodist Women - UMW
Canceled until further notice
Book Club
Zoom Book Club – Monday, March 15 at 5:30pm.
Category – Social Action
Book titles: Midnight Teacher & Where will I live. (Two short books) Link to Zoom to follow
Bible Study
Zoom Bible Study, Thursday’s at 10:00am. Check with Pastor Ashlei for information.

March 2021

Issue 99

Pastor’s Corner
Noah waited on the Ark for the waters to recede. Jacob waited many years to marry Rachel.
Joseph waited in prison. Job waited for a better day. We too have been waiting. We have been waiting
to be able to hug our loved ones, to dine out at restaurants, or perhaps listen to beautiful music at a
concert. We have also been waiting to be back in the church building for worship.
As far as worshiping in person goes, it is almost time! After many months of worshiping from
home we will soon be back worshiping from our favorite pews. We hope to be back in person on
Sunday, March 14, or at the latest Sunday, March 21. We will be able to let everyone know very soon.
COVID-19 precautions will remain in place including spaced out pews and the wearing of face masks
in the building.
While we have appreciated the availability of technology that has allowed us to worship online,
we will certainly be thankful to be back in the church building where we can see each other’s smiling
faces on Sunday mornings. We can’t wait to ring bells, listen to the organ, and praise the Lord
together.
See you Soon!
Pastor Ashlei
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FINANCE UPDATE

**Where You Can Help**

As treasurer, I am responsible for paying
the bills. Paying bills requires money in the
account as you are aware. Fortunately, we
have a congregation that understands this.

Food Pantry Needs for this month:
Toothpaste, laundry & dish soap, stuffing mix,
boxed flavored rice/pasta, boxed potatoes

Our Church has a budget for expenses and
your gifts are documented to the budget
unless you specifically designate to a special
Sunday or other ongoing project. My task is
to pay each bill received on a line item in the
budget. At the end of the month, I compare
what has been paid on the budget against
gifts received towards the budget. Some
months it may seem we have received more
and some less. At the end of February
income for the last two months was $9,217.
and expenses $7,871. That is good as we do
have an insurance bill coming up.

Pantry is open the following days in September:
Mar 6, 9 AM to 11:00 for the food pantry
Mar 20, 9 AM to 11:00 for the food pantry

Thank you for your continued giving in
support of your church.

Pocket Prayer Patch – both knit and crochet
patterns are available on the bulletin board.

Commodity Distribution for seniors:
Mar 16, 10 AM to 11:15 AM.

Troops Overseas (Pkgs for our troops):
Mar Item(s) crystal lite (single serving) and
playing cards hotel size shampoo, conditioner,
soap and lotion can be donated anytime.

Dennis Hurlbut,
Treasurer

UMW News

For Sale
Two projectors one is 15 years old ($75) and
the other 10 years old ($100). Or best offer
on each.
If interested contact the office, Wynne,
Dennis or Chuck

Stay in touch with United Methodist Women check out “The Voice”, the official Newsletter of
the Michigan Conference of the United Methodist
Women found at:
https://www.umwmichiganconference.org/

Holy Jesus, help me to see You
for who You are – my Lord and Savior
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Worship Committee
The worship committee met and talked about the projection problems we were having. We had no screen
the last two services when we were in person back in November. The Sound Company that originally put
our system in came out to look at everything. They recommended a new projector since ours had outlived
its normal life of five years. Ours is ten years old. They also looked at the projection in the fellowship hall
as we have had some of the same problems with the picture being very light. We have had that one for 15
years. They again suggested the need for a new one. Another problem we were having in the fellowship
hall was that if someone came to make a presentation for us, they were unable to use their computer with
their slides or pictures because with the age of our projector, it is not compatible with new computers. We
called a leadership meeting as we needed everyone’s opinion to purchase upgrades for both areas.
The price for everything would be $5,297.98. We discussed and since we do have $12,000.00 in the capital
improvement fund, we voted to go ahead with the project. The projects in both the sanctuary and the
fellowship hall have been completed with extremely noticeable improvement in both locations. We talked
about doing some fundraisers when it is safe to do so; or if anyone wants to make a donation to the
projection fund to help replenish the funds, they may do so as well. Thank you
Wynne Hurlbut, Worship Chair

Worship Servant Ministries
March

April

May

Dee Clement

Susan Barber

Liturgist

Diane Corradini

Ushers & Greeters

Mar 7, 14, 21, 28
Apr 4, 11, 18, 25
Archie & JoAnn Boyer Bonnie Johnson
Keith & Cheryl Shaw

May 2, 9, 16
Bev Barrone
Jan Westcott
May 23, 30
Marlene Krajewski
Donna Launius

Be A Prayer Warrior Luke 21:36
Our Prayers for February, God Hears and Answers Prayers
Janet

Joann Johnson

Julie Birnel

Ruth & her husband

Roger & Pat Fosdick

Scott Clement
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Special celebrations of the month
--------------------------------------------------------------------------

March 4 Joanne Boyer
Lois Wesler
March 8 Barb Roden
March 9 Wess Swinehart
March 14 Russ Pomeroy
March 17 Kit Hunsberger
March 24 Deb Siwula
March 25 Wynne Hurlbut
Marlene Krajewski

Gilberta Evans
Dorothy Healy
Ruby Hyde
Kit Hunsberger
Marlene Krajewski
John Smith
Pat Wesseling

Call, Email, Txt,
Check your church directory for
addresses and phone numbers

Dear Jesus, give me the grace to turn away from the things
leading me down the wrong path. Lead me to the river
of Your presence, and nourish me with the Scriptures.
Make my life faithful and fruitful for Your honor.
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The message below was mailed to Gobles UMC on February 4, 2021 from Rev Donald Emmert, Director
of Conference Benefits & HR/Interim CFO.
As we close the books on year 2020, it was certainly a very different year. The pandemic made us look at
things differently. We became Zoom experts whether we wanted to or not. There was a Benefits Ministry
Shares (BMS) Holiday. This was a unanimous decision by the Conference Board of Pension and Health
Benefits (CBOPHB) to institute relief for all conference BMS related expenses incurred from April 1,
2020 through September 30, 2020. We switched to electronic BMS invoices in October with some
glitches that are being ironed out. And believe it or not, the Tigers had another dismal year.
The year 2021 is underway and looks to prove to be just as interesting as 2020. (Can’t make any promises
regarding the Tigers.)
This letter is to confirm that Gobles UMC remitted all Benefits Ministry Shares at 100% in the year
2020.
On behalf of the CBOPHB, we thank you for your faithfulness in this area of ministry we together share
especially during a such an unusual year. As a reminder, Benefits Ministry Shares provide the necessary
conference funding for: Contributions to the clergy and conference employee retirement plans; Premiums
for clergy/conference employee welfare plans; and the operating expenses of the Conference Board of
Pension and Conference Benefits Office.
May God bless the people and ministry of Gobles UMC in the year 2021.

MISSIONS
UMCOR Sunday is March 14. Formerly One Great Hour of Sharing, this special offering is
collected on the 4th Sunday of Lent. It helps pay administrative costs of UMCOR so every dollar
you spend can offer a person hope. When disaster strikes around the globe - hurricanes, tornados,
earthquakes and others - responders around the globe scramble to help survivors. The United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is prepared to act to provide major support for
immediate assistance in the wake of natural and human-caused disasters. UMCOR helps support
ongoing ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. UMCOR Sunday giving allows 100 percent
of designated gifts to be used for the specified disaster response or other ministry.
When you give, you equip Christ’s body to serve in his name. That’s because your generous
giving to UMCOR Sunday is what allows UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church,
toward the most vulnerable in their darkest days.
“The King will reply, ‘Truly, I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me’ “Matthew 25:40
Make checks payable to GUMC. If combining with your normal weekly giving, make a note on
how much you want to contribute to UMCOR.
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JUDGES
Top Ten:
1. Women play a key role in the book of Judges. One of them was Deborah, the only woman
among the twelve judges of Israel listed in this book.
2. Another key woman in this book was Jael, whose bravery helped Israel defeat the Canaanites.
After Sisera, the leader of the Canaanite army, fled a battle in which his soldiers were defeated,
he sought refuge in Jael’s tent. After he fell asleep, she drove a stake through his head. Not a
pretty sight, but remember that it was a matter of self-protection for the Israelites to defeat the
Canaanites.
3. After Joshua died, there was a void in governance for Israel. No one was established as the top
official, and the twelve tribes were operating without central leadership. This might have
worked if the people had kept their promise at Shechem to obey God, but they couldn’t keep
their minds focused on Him and off the false promises of idolatry. Therefore, anarchy began to
reign, and something had to be done.
4. The twelve judges were Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan,
Elon, Abdon, and Samson.
5. Judges were in charge of Israel for around 350 years. The longest-serving judge was Ehud, who
led for eighty years.
6. The story of Deborah’s defeat of Sisera’s army-with help from her somewhat reluctant sidekick
Barak (see 4:8) and from Jael-is told in a song in Judges 5: “The Song of Deborah.”
7. Another of the key judges during this time period was Gideon, who was threshing wheat one
day when an angel of the Lord dropped in on him and said, “The LORD is with you, mighty
warrior” (6:12). Gideon then went on to lead a small army (300 soldiers) in a defeat of the
Midianites (7:15-25).
8. In Numbers 6, we read of the Nazarites, who made a vow of separation. Included in this vow
were things such as abstaining from wine and not getting a haircut. In Judges 13, we read
about an angel appearing to an Israelite woman. He told her she would have a son and that he
should take the Nazarite vow. This was Samson, who famously had long hair. He was the final
judge of Israel in this book, and he met his downfall by his association with Delilah.
9. As you can see in Judges 19-21, the era of the Judges was disastrous morally, as “everyone did
as he saw fit” (21:25).
Who Wrote it?
One possible writer for the book of Judges is Samuel the prophet, who has been traditionally
credited with its composition. However, there is no historical evidence to support that contention.
Who’s in it?

Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, Abimelech, Jephthah, Samson, Delilah

