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Book Club 

In-Person Book Club – Wednesday, February 9 at 6:30 @ GUMC 

Category – Social Action   

Book title: We Kiss Them with Rain by Futhi Nitshingila  

 

Bible Study 

Via Zoom, “Advent Bible Study”, Thursday’s at 10:15am.  Check with Pastor Ashlei for 

information.   

All Ladies of the Church 

Please join us for an after-Christmas gathering at the church, for fun and fellowship, 

Wednesday, January 5th at 2:00 pm.  Bring an appetizer or a dessert and a $5 exchange gift. 

 
 

 

 

 

         GUMC NEWS 
Serving God, Serving Community, Connecting Community with God  

 

 Pastor Ashlei Horn   

Pastor’s Email:  ashleiumc@yahoo.com 

Office Hours: Tuesday 11:00-12:00pm  

                                                                        

Pastor’s Day off:  Friday  

Cell Phone: (269)364-8545 

Church Office Phone: 269-628-2263 

Church Email:  info@goblesumc.org   

Sermons are available on the webpage at www.goblesumc.org , under sermons tab. 

Services are available on Facebook at Gobles UMC, or you may also leave a message  

at 628-2263 if you would like a copy on DVD. 

 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/goblesumc/ 

mailto:info@goblesumc.org
http://www.goblesumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/goblesumc/
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Pastor’s Corner 

 

New Year’s Resolutions 

 

According to History.com about 4,000 years ago the ancient Babylonians are said to have been among 

the first people to have celebrated the new year in part by making resolutions. Their resolutions were 

generally related to paying back debts and honoring objects that had been borrowed.  

 

Many years later during the time of Emperor Julius Caesar the calendar was adjusted to begin the 

new year on January 1. Romans offered sacrifices and made promises of good behavior for the coming 

year. 

 

John Wesley also had an interesting part in the tradition of New Year’s Resolutions starting a 

Covenant Renewal or Night Watch service which was commonly held on New Year’s Eve or New 

Year’s Day. These services gave parishioners the opportunity to ring in the new year with scripture, 

praying, and resolutions for the coming year.  

 

Depending on what article you read estimates say that somewhere between 45% and 60% of people 

still make New Year’s Resolutions. Popular ones today are often related to exercise, weight loss, new 

hobbies, and productivity. As I was thinking about what resolutions I might make this year the closing 

song we sang on Christmas Eve, Let There Be Peace on Earth, came to mind. What a wonderful 

resolution peace in our hearts would be to make! Do you make resolutions for the new year? I would 

love to hear about the ones you make. 

 

Blessings,  

Pastor Ashlei 

 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me 

Let there be peace on earth, The peace that was meant to be 

 

With God as our father, Brothers all are we 

Let me walk with my brother, In perfect harmony 

 

To take each moment, and live each moment, In peace eternally 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me 
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**Where You Can Help** 
 

 

 

 
 

 

**Note from Pastor** 

I am switching cell phone providers to try to get 

better reception in the Gobles area. (269)247-

1927 is no longer my phone number. I will have 

a new cell number for you soon and will 

announce it at church and make sure that it is 

posted in the February newsletter. For now, 

you can use my personal cell phone number, 

which many of you already have, which is 

(269)364-8545 or email 

AshleiUMC@yahoo.com  

 My office hours are also changing. I will now 

be in Tuesday from 11:00-12:00 for drop ins. 

However as always, I have times most days of 

the weeks if you want to schedule a time to 

meet. We decided to make this change because 

with all of our schedules being so different 

office hours times were mostly quiet.  

 Thanks! 

Pastor Ashlei 

Troops Overseas  (Pkgs for our troops):  

January Item(s): - Dental floss and hot cocoa 

 hotel size shampoo, conditioner, soap and lotion 

can be donated anytime.   

Pocket Prayer Patch – both knit and crochet  

patterns are available on the bulletin board.   
 

Food  Pantry Needs  for this month:  

Canned peas, chicken noodle soup, dried 

beans: Pinto, navy, great northern, kidney, 

cake/muffin/cookie mixes, shampoo 

Pantry is open the following days in January: 

Jan  8,    9 AM to 11:00 for the food pantry  

Jan 22,   9 AM to 11:00 for the food pantry  

Commodity Distribution for seniors:                

Jan 18,  10 AM to 11:15 AM. 

**MOVIE & SOUP SUPPER* 

The Book Club is providing movie and soup 

supper on Sunday, January 16 at 4:00pm. 

Movie will begin at 4, with popcorn, followed 

by soup supper!  Everyone is invited! 

 

Then another movie and soup supper on 

Sunday, February 20 at 4:00pm. Movie will 

begin at 4, with popcorn, followed by soup 

supper!  Everyone is invited! 

 

The tentative movies to be shown are The Hate 

You Give and Just Mercy. 
 

Human Relations Day  

Sunday, January 16, 2022 

 
Please prayerfully consider giving to the 

Human Relations Sunday.  Your generous gifts 

on Human Relations Day support Bridging the 

Vision. Human Relations Day calls United 

Methodist to recognize the right of all God’s 

children to realize their potential. The special 

offering benefits Community Developers, 

United Methodist Voluntary Services and 

Youth Offender Rehabilitation 

programs.  United Methodists connect with 

Human Relations Day by supporting 

ministries like Bridging the Vision that teach 

and advocate for justice, especially among 

people struggling to survive in the margins of 

society.   
 

mailto:AshleiUMC@yahoo.com
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Gobles Treasurers Report 

 You will find below the 2021 Budget vs. Paid.  This is through the end of this year.  You will see that our 

expenses including the new air conditioning compressor did not exceed what was budgeted.  That is good 

news along with our gifts and tithes did exceed our expenses so we will start 2022 blessed. 

      GOBLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   2021   BUDGET VS Paid 

    

2021 Budget 12/31/2021 

      Ministry Shares 
  

$6,902.00  $6,902.00  

District Ministry Shares 
  

$563.00  $563.00  

Christian Education 
  

$18.00  $18.00  

Youth Service Fund 
  

$5.00  $5.00  

Total 
   

$7,488.00  $7,488.00  

      CHURCH 
OPERATIONS 

    Secretary Salary 
  

$0.00  $0.00  

Custodian Salary 
  

$1,716.00  $1,388.00  

FICA 
   

$103.00  $82.00  

Medicare 
   

$30.00  $19.00  

Office Supplies 
  

$800.00  $560.00  

Copy Machine 
  

$500.00  $535.00  

Postage 
   

$200.00  $185.00  

Church Maintenance 
  

$6,000.00  $1,649.00  

Elevator 
   

$1,500.00  $1,877.00  

Parsonage Maintenance 
 

$1,000.00  $494.00  

Insurance Bldg&Lia. 
  

$4,000.00  $4,035.00  

Workers Compensation 
  

$115.00  $111.00  

Parsonage Insurance 
  

$300.00  $300.00  

Church Water 
  

$350.00  $0.00  

Church Fuel 
   

$1,650.00  $1,474.00  

Church Electricity 
  

$2,000.00  $1,448.00  

Church Telephone 
  

$480.00  $480.00  

Church Internet 
  

$960.00  $1,040.00  

Church Refuse 
  

$250.00  $250.00  

Other operating expenses 
 

$100.00  $25.00  

TOTAL 
   

$22,054.00  $15,952.00  

      CHURCH PROGRAM 
    Music Supplies 
  

$100.00  $0.00  

Pulpit Supply 
  

$400.00  $100.00  

Finance/Stewardship 
  

$350.00  $162.00  

Lay Education 
  

$400.00  $129.00  
Hospitality & New 
Guest 

  

$1,000.00  $135.00  
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Out ReachMissions 
  

$2,800.00  $2,187.00  

Annual Conference 
  

$500.00  $250.00  

Advertisement 
  

$500.00  $0.00  

Literature 
   

$400.00  $193.00  
Church School 
Expense 

  

$150.00  $224.00  

Worship Supplies 
  

$500.00  $1,255.00  

TOTAL 
   

$7,100.00  $4,635.00  

      CLERGY 
ALLOWANCE 

    Health Insurance 
  

$0.00  $0.00  

TOTAL 
   

$0.00  $0.00  

      CLERGY SALARY 
    Cash Salary Cash 
  

$18,946.00  $18,948.00  

Pension 
   

$240.00  $240.00  

TOTAL 
   

$19,186.00  $19,188.00  

      CLERGY SUPPORT 
    Ministry Benefits 
  

$2,398.00  $2,398.00  

Travel 
   

$1,500.00  $66.00  

Utilities 
   

$3,355.00  $4,933.00  

ProfessionDevelopment 
 

$1,200.00  $1,346.00  

TOTAL 
   

$8,453.00  $8,743.00  

      BUDGET 
   

$64,281.00  $56,006.00  

      

      

 

Capitol Improvement from Giving   A/C Repairs $4,350.00  

      

     

$60,356.00  
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2022 Budget 

  

Below is the 2022 Church Budget.  You will see the 2021 Budget along with the Budget for 2022.  There is 

an increase, and I am confident we can meet our obligations.  

The Budget is put together by the Finance Committee with input from the different committees of the 

church.  The numbers come from looking at expenses from previous years, estimates of programs and 

missions.  A large portion of the Budget is hard numbers based on known facts such as salaries, Ministry 

Shares and other district and conference requests.    

Like you, the church also has unknowns such as price increases for utilizes, weather and repairs.  We budget 

for those and usually they come in close.  With other items we look at those as the year progresses and what 

our tithes and offerings are to fund them.   

Please review the Budget and if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

 Dennis Hurlbut, 

 Treasurer 
 

 

 

 

GOBLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   2022 BUDGET 
  

    

2021 Budget 
 

2022 
Budget 

       Ministry Shares 
  

$6,902.00  
 

$6,540.00  

District Ministry Shares 
  

$563.00  
 

$560.00  

Christian Education 
  

$18.00  
 

$24.00  

Youth Service Fund 
  

$5.00  
 

$2.50  

Total 
   

$7,488.00  
 

$7,126.50  

       CHURCH OPERATIONS 
     Secretary Salary 
  

$0.00  
 

$0.00  

Custodian Salary 
  

$1,716.00  
 

$1,801.00  

FICA 
   

$103.00  
 

$112.00  

Medicare 
   

$30.00  
 

$30.00  

Office Supplies 
  

$800.00  
 

$800.00  

Copy Machine 
  

$500.00  
 

$600.00  

Postage 
   

$200.00  
 

$200.00  

Church Maintenance 
  

$6,000.00  
 

$6,000.00  

Elevator 
   

$1,500.00  
 

$1,500.00  

Parsonage Maintenance 
  

$1,000.00  
 

$1,000.00  

Insurance Bldg&Lia. 
  

$4,000.00  
 

$4,268.00  

Workers Compensation 
  

$115.00  
 

$120.00  

Parsonage Insurance 
  

$300.00  
 

$300.00  
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Church Water 
  

$350.00  
 

$350.00  

Church Fuel 
   

$1,650.00  
 

$2,000.00  

Church Electricity 
  

$2,000.00  
 

$2,000.00  

Church Telephone 
  

$480.00  
 

$480.00  

Church Internet 
  

$960.00  
 

$1,080.00  

Church Refuse 
  

$250.00  
 

$250.00  

Other operating expenses 
 

$100.00  
 

$100.00  

TOTAL 
   

$22,054.00  
 

$22,991.00  

       CHURCH PROGRAM 
     Music Supplies 
  

$100.00  
 

$100.00  

Pulpit Supply 
   

$400.00  
 

$400.00  

Finance/Stewardship 
  

$350.00  
 

$350.00  

Lay Education 
  

$400.00  
 

$400.00  

Hospitality & New Guest 
  

$1,000.00  
 

$1,000.00  

Out ReachMissions 
  

$2,800.00  
 

$2,400.00  

Annual Conference 
  

$500.00  
 

$500.00  

Advertisement 
  

$500.00  
 

$500.00  

Literature 
   

$400.00  
 

$400.00  

Church School Expense 
  

$150.00  
 

$300.00  

Worship Supplies 
  

$500.00  
 

$800.00  

TOTAL 
   

$7,100.00  
 

$7,150.00  

       

       CLERGY SALARY 
     Cash Salary Cash 
  

$18,946.00  
 

$19,524.00  

Pension 
   

$240.00  
 

$240.00  

TOTAL 
   

$19,186.00  
 

$19,764.00  

       CLERGY SUPPORT 
     Ministry Benefits 
  

$2,398.00  
 

$2,398.00  

Travel 
   

$1,500.00  
 

$1,500.00  

Utilities 
   

$3,355.00  
 

$5,200.00  

ProfessionDevelopment 
 

$1,200.00  
 

$1,200.00  

TOTAL 
   

$8,453.00  
 

$10,298.00  

       BUDGET 
   

$64,281.00  
 

$67,329.50  
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Be A Prayer Warrior Luke 21:36  
Our Prayers for December, God  Hears and Answers Prayers  

Scott Walburn  Roger Norman  Wade Wesseling  
Charlie Pennell  Victims of concert 

situation  
Gilberta Evans  

Loren Boda  Tyana  Wade Wesseling  
Debby Adams  Brianna  R.J.  

Wendy Brewmeister  Carson  Ella  

Mike Thorpe  Ruth Westcott  Teri Koshar  
Jeff Barber  Marianne Lee  Mike & family  

Grice family  Jerry Phelps  Garland  

Pastor Glenn Litchfield  John & Samantha   
 
 

Thank you, Prayer Warriors,   
Prayers Answered  

Fall Colors  Wolverines  U of M  
Safe trip to Chicago  Wade  Tim & Bobbie  

 
 

Sympathy family of:  

Dick Wesler  Gerald Sunlin  Marianne Ketchum  
Kathy Johnson  

Mary  
Mark Wagner  Mike Lechman  

 

  Worship Servant Ministries  

 

       January      February        March  

Liturgist Joann Boyer Chris Pomeroy 

Keith Shaw 

Dale Siwula 

Greeters & 

Hospitality  

John & Cherie 

Thorpe 
Kim & Wes 

Swinehart 

Deb & Dale Siwula 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



January 2022                                                                                                                                             Issue 109 

 
 
 
 

             
 

              Jan   2 Donna Launius                         

              Jan 17 Pat Wesseling   

             Jan 26 Rich Rumery   

             Jan 31 Beverly Barrone             

 
 

          
 

             Jan 13  Paul & Barb Roden 

             Jan 18  Larry & Jenny Wheaton  

             Jan 26  Dennis & Wynne Hurlbut  

              

                 

                      

                    
 

Gilberta Evans 

Dorothy Healy 

Ruby Hyde 

Kit Hunsberger 

Marlene Krajewski 

John Smith 

Pat Wesseling 

Paul Weston 

MaryAnn Menck 

Roger Norman 

 

 
 

                   

 

Call, Email, Txt, 

Check your church directory for                                                                                                            

addresses and phone numbers 
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ESTHER 

 

Top Ten: 

 

1. The incidents described in the book of Esther fit in the chronology of the book of Ezra, between 

chapters six and seven.  The events take place about thirty years before the events of Nehemiah 

begin.  Both the book of Esther and the first chapter of Nehemiah take place in Babylon (then 

controlled by Persia).   

2. A major Jewish special day was created to commemorate the events of Esther’s day – especially 

her courage in saving the Jewish nation from being killed off.  The day, which is celebrated in 

Jewish homes in mid-March, is called the Feast of Purim.   

3. You could call Esther by the name Myrtle, which is the meaning of her Hebrew name.   

4. Or you could call her Star, for that is the meaning of her Persian name:  Esther. 

5. Esther was of the tribe of Benjamin. 

6. Before Esther went before King Ahasuerus when he was looking for a replacement for his 

banished queen, she underwent a year-long beauty makeover.   

7. After Esther became queen, she reigned for thirteen years. 

8. The name of God is not mentioned in the book of Esther.  Also, Esther is not quoted anywhere 

in the New Testament.  

9. The entire plan of God for the salvation of sinners depended on Esther’s rescue of her people.  

If the king had carried through on his determination to exterminate the Jews, the line leading to 

Jesus would have been permanently broken.   

10. Two books of the Bible are named after women:  Ruth and Esther.   

 

Who Wrote it? 

 

It is not clear who wrote this book.  Some say it was Ezra, while others suggest Mordecai.  And still 

others say it was scribes of the synagogue.  Because the book has so many details about Persian life, 

some believe that the writer used official state documents as a source.  For instance, there are 187 

references to the title of the king of Persia.   

 

Who’s in it? 

 

King Ahasuerus, Queen Vashti, Esther and her Uncle Mordecai, Haman.  

 

 

 

                                  


